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Senior Noah Garza jumps for the  rebound against ECS on  

December 10.  

Making the Shot: Basketball Shooting for the Win   
By Alyssa Rodriguez 
     LaBelle High School’s boys 
Varsity Basketball team is up for a 
change with their new coach, 
Melvin Whitlock. Whitlock has 
also joined LHS as a faculty 
member teaching U.S. History. 
Coach Whitlock has specific 
expectations for his players, “A 
player that is committed, a player 
that understands his limitations 
but has a fire and drive to get 
better each and every day all on 
his own.”  
     Discussing having a new 
coach, junior Jaylon Gallegos 
said, “Coach knows what he’s 
doing. He’s all about trust and if 
you trust him then things will get 
done the right way as he 
expects.” Another varsity player 
senior Francis Gillick thinks, 
“Coach is very intense. He likes to 
win but he knows what he’s 
doing, he knows his stuff and I 
think he’s a very good coach for 
us to have.”  
     Junior Chris Bahamundi 
commented “He is a really good 
coach, he knows his stuff, and he 
loves us. He is always there.” 
     The team has a lot of 
expectations for this season. 

Gillick said, “We have high 
expectations in this program. A 
couple losses don’t mean nothing 
but we are going to show out this 
year.”  
     Bahamundi thought the 
season had a “Rough start, I think 
we are going to come out with a 
good season and get more wins.” 
     Coach Whitlock added, “I 
expect us to win the games we 
are supposed to win, and 
compete in the game that teams 
don’t expect us to do.”  
     They are very encouraged to 
win as a team. To the new players 
who want to be on the varsity 
team next year,  Bahamundi 
encourages you to “Work and 
practice, because if you don’t 
practice then you are not going 
to get better.” For the team, it’s 
okay to lose some games as long 
as they get to learn from their 
mistakes and work as a team. 
     Come and support the 
Cowboys play on Thursday night 
at 7pm in the LHS gym. 
 
 
 

By Juliana Escobedo  
     LHS has formed a new club, 
the GSA club which stands for the 
Gay-Straight Alliance.  The GSA 
club is actually a social, support 
group style club, that meets 
every Power Time.  
     It is a student run group where 
Mrs. Cordovano and Mrs.McVay 
oversee and make sure everyone 
is being heard, being supported, 
and that it’s a safe environment. 
Anyone and everyone can join, 
regardless of gender, age, or 
sexual orientation.  All you must 
do is be accepting of the LGBTQ+ 
community. 
     Some of the members were 
willing to share what it meant for 
them to be in this club. This 

student decided to stay 
anonymous, “It’s a chance for me 
to help others feel more 
comfortable in their skin and in 
this school. They can come to us 
if they need help.” 
     “It’s a safe place where I can 
just be myself,” said freshman 
Ayla Fort. She continues with, 
“It’s where people can be normal 
without the fear of getting 
harassed, or bullied, or 
sometimes even hit.” 
     When asked why she decided 
to sponsor the club, 
Mrs.Cordovano responded with, 
“I believe in a crazy idea that 
everyone should have equal 
rights and be treated with 
equality and be supported no 

matter what their choices are, 
what their beliefs are so I decided 
to sponsor the club when I was 
asked.” 
     Teachers were given specific 
training and gained knowledge 
about the group. Cordovano 
explained,  “I actually went to a 
training when I was first asked to 
sponsor the GSA club. It was a 
training where people from all 
over the state came. I learned a 
lot of things I didn't know, so it 
was very eye opening. It can be 
pretty confusing for people who 
don't understand it. As far as the 
laws for Florida, they're really 
starting to try and change things 
to make it a more equal 
environment, at school especially, 

so that LGBT population at school 
can feel welcome and more safe. 
I know that there are a lot of laws 
that are being changed out in the 
community too, so I think that it's 
great that we’re moving towards 
safety and equality.”  
     If this interests you, it’s 
encouraged to come by during 
Power Time to Mrs. Cordovano’s 
classroom.  Whether you’re a 
member of the LGBTQ+ 
community or an ally, it doesn’t 
matter. There are no judgements, 
only boosting each other up. Let’s 
make this a better, safer society 
to live in and spread the love. 
 
 

Promoting Equality for All: G-S-A! G-S-A! 
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By Gissel Diaz 
     On December 7th theater 
students went to Deerfield Beach, 
Florida where they performed and 
received three Superior and 12 
Excellent scores. 
     Junior Kenna Pack received an 
excellent for her makeup project. 
“I was super nervous they 
wouldn’t get the concept I was 
going for or that mine wasn't 
professional looking enough.” She 
continued to say, “Coming from a 
school with not a lot of money it’s 
nerve wracking going up against 
performing art schools with good 
funding.” 
     Junior Joel Cadena got a total of 
two Excellent scores: one for his 
monologues and one for his 
ensemble. “What I would have 
done differently is my volume. A 
couple of the judges were very 
critical about my voice and how I 
didn’t seem that loud.” 
     Cadena also spoke about what 
he struggles he faces when 
performing, “Volume and 
annunciation. My director/ mentor 
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Midterm Madness By Maria Reyes 

From left to right: Junior Michael Stevens, Senior Tyler Nisbet and Junior Dorian 

McMackins show off  their acting skills during rehearsals.  

Doucette is always on my case 
about my way of speaking. She 
always gets on me for it. Though I 
have been trying to work on it, 
it’s definitely a nasty habit.” 
     Nerves can get the best of 
performers. “I get really nervous 
before I do a performance and 
that definitely is a struggle for 

me,” said by junior Miah Hipple 
who also received two Excellent 
scores for both of her 
performances. “I probably would 
have showed more emotion and I 
should've tried harder to not 
break character my character.” 
said Hipple  
     “I definitely would have 

presented better and been more 
comfortable with the judges, like 
relaxed and confident in the work 
I have done because it was good 
and the judges would see that.” 
said Pack. 
 

Theatre Students Show Excellence  


